
  

23232323RDRDRDRD    AAAANNUALNNUALNNUALNNUAL    GGGGALAALAALAALA                                                                        
15TH INDUCTION BALL    

FILIPINO-AMERICAN  
ASSOCIATION OF  

GREATER COLUMBIA, SC  

SEPTEMBER 21, 2013   

COLUMBIA MARRIOTT HOTEL             



2
0
1
3
-2

0
1
5
  
 E

X
E
C
U
T
IV

E
  
 B

O
A
R
D
 

F
IL
IP
IN
O
-A
M
E
R
IC
A
N
 A
s
s
o
c
ia
ti
o
n
 o
f 
G
re
a
te
r 
C
o
lu
m
b
ia
, 
S
C
  

 

P.O. Box 24112, Columbia, SC 29224 

e-mail:  FAAGC@hotmail.com   or    FilAmSC@yahoo.com 

website:  www.FilAmSC.org 
   

“Together We  
Make A Difference” 

FAAGC 
Outgoing 2011-2013 

Executive Board 

President Marj Peña 

1st VP Carmelisa Edwards 

2nd VP Grace Balanquit 

Secretary Odess Brinkman 

Treasurer Nieves McNulty 

Asst. Secretary Faye Colley 

Asst. Treasurer Maribel Tijing 

Board Member Carlos Arevalo 

Board Member Grace Collins 

Board Member Rio Daquilanea 

Board Member Peter Liunoras 

Board Member Francisco Rances 

Executive Board Member Executive Board Member Executive Board Member Executive Board Member 

TESS HILL FRANCISCO RANCES ALMA ROBICHAUD CARLOS  AREVALO 

CECILLE JACOBSEN FAYE  COLLEY 

Treasurer President First Vice-President Second Vice-President 

PRISCILA RAMIREZ ERIC SOSA 

   JOCELYN LOCKE 

Secretary 

MIRIAM ESCHENFELDER 

Assistant Treasurer Assistant Secretary 

SHEENA SHEARER 

Executive Board Member 

EDITH ALSTON 



F I L I P I N O F I L I P I N O F I L I P I N O F I L I P I N O ----    A M E R I C A NA M E R I C A NA M E R I C A NA M E R I C A N  
Association of Greater Columbia, SC 

 

15th Induction Ball15th Induction Ball15th Induction Ball15th Induction Ball    

22ND  ANNIVERSARY 

23rd  Annual  Gala 
 

GALAK:  Himig at Sayaw Pilipino 
Galak means joy in Filipino.   

The FAAGC 2013-2015 Officers wish members and guests to have an enjoyable night of Philippine music and dance. 






 

 6:00  Reception   (cash cocktails at the Sports Bar near the ballroom) 
   
 

 6:30   Welcome Remarks . . . . . . . . Emcees . . . . .   Eric Sosa                     &  Tess Hill 
         Recognition of Attendees               FAAGC 2nd VP, 2013-2015        FAAGC Executive Board Member, 2013-2015 

    Recognition of Benefactors/Sponsors/Donors 
 

           Opening Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Cecille Jacobsen (FAAGC President, 2013-2015) 
 

 

           National Anthems: United States . . . . . . .  Demetrio Matienzo 

                                        Philippines . . . . . . . . .  Hannelore Peña Ignacio 
 

           Induction of FAAGC 2013-2015 Officers Marj Peña (FAAGC President, 2009-2013) 

     
 

           Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Peter Liunoras (FAAGC President, 2001-2003; Board Member, 2011-13)        
 

 

 

  7:00  Dinner   
         FAAGC Video Showcase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carlton & Carmelisa Edwards   
  

  

 

 8:00  Cultural Show [featuring four (4) generations of Filipino / Filipino-American performers] 

             Bahay Kubo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Youth Group 

             Polkabal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Teen Group  

             Katsudoratan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Adult Group  

             Sakuting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Youth—Boys 

                  Manang Biday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Youth—Girls 

             Pandango Rinconada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hiyas-Min (The Philippine Cultural Society of Charleston, SC)  

             Sayaw sa Bakya . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Adult Group 

        Pastores Kawit . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .   Outgoing 2011-2013 FAAGC Female Officers 

             Pandango Wasiwas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Philippine American Club of Fayetteville, NC  

        Alcamfor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hiyas-Min (The Philippine Cultural Society of Charleston, SC)  

             Habanera de Jovencita . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe — Teens & Adults 
     

 

             Presentation of 2013 FAAGC Awards: 
     FAAGC Lifetime Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Faye Colley (FAAGC 1st Vice-President, 2013-2015) 
     Columbia Fil-Am Scholarship Recipients . . .  Prescy Ramirez (FAAGC Treasurer 2013--2015)  
             &  Nieves McNulty (FAAGC President 1997-2001; Treasurer 2009--2013;  
                     Scholarship Committee chair) 

     2011-2013 Officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cecille Jacobsen  &   Marj Peña  

                2011-2013 Dance Troupe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marj Peña  

                2011-2013 Basketball Team. . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Liunoras  
     

   9:00 ~ 12:00  Gala Ball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Music by The FROGMORES Band 

             Modern Fusion Dance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe  
  

       

              Intermission 
                Ballroom Dance Exhibition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gerry & Josie Garcia 

                                                                                       Philippine American Association of the Carolinas (Greenville, SC) 
   
  
 

 FFFF  Don’t forget to purchase your FAAGC Raffle Ticket  FFFF 
Proceeds will benefit our Columbia Fil-Am Scholarship Fund and Charitable Projects 



 
 

MESSAGE  
   

On the Occasion of the Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia 

23rd Annual Gala and 22nd Anniversary Ball 
21 September 2013, Columbia, South Carolina 

 
     I extend warmest congratulations to the Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia (FAAGC) on the suc-
cessful commemoration of its 23rd Annual Gala and 22nd Anniversary Ball. 
 

 

     Now in its twenty-second year, FAAGC has been actively engaged in promoting a better understanding and appre-
ciation of Philippine culture.  The gala serves as a fitting venue to showcase the beauty and richness of our way of 
life, including its traditional dance performances. 
  
 

     FAAGC is likewise to be commended for raising funds to support charitable institutions and the financial needs of 
qualified students.  The recipients of the Association’s humanitarian efforts are indebted to the generosity and com-
passion you have displayed. 
 

 

     As you celebrate this auspicious event, it is my hope that the members of the Filipino-
American community in Columbia, South Carolina nurtured by FAAGC will continue to pros-
per as it serves communities in the Philippines and United States. 
 
 

     Mabuhay ang Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia! 
 

 
 

PASUGUAN NG PILIPINAS                                                                           EMBASSY OF THE PHILIPPINES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

1600 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20036 

Tel:  (202) 467-9300  /  (202) 467—9363,     Fax: (202) 467-9417,    E-mail: phembassyusa@verizon.net 
Consular Affairs:  Passport/Visa/Authentication/Legal Matters: (202) 467-9312 

        
                         September 6, 2013 

 

Dear Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia: 
 

I am pleased to welcome you to The Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia’s (FAAGC) 

23rd Annual Gala. Tonight’s event is a true testament to the impact FAAGC is having for its members 

and the community. 
 

For over twenty-two years, FAAGC has been dedicated to the improvement of the Columbia community 

through programs that promote inter-cultural awareness and understanding of the Filipino culture.   

Events such as this Gala make a positive impact on South Carolinians, and are made possible by the hard 
work of members and supporters. I wish you continued success in the coming years.  
    

Again, welcome to tonight’s event and I wish everyone in attendance the very best.   
 

 

LINDSEY O. GRAHAM 
SOUTH CAROLINA 



        
 

                                                                                                    

     

             
               

                September 21, 2013 

Dear Friends,  
 

     It is my honor to welcome you to the Filipino American Association of Greater Columbia’s annual gala.  This 

is wonderful opportunity to celebrate your organization’s anniversary and your culture’s contributions to the 

Midlands of South Carolina over the last 22 years. 
 

     I regret that I cannot be with you today due to a previously scheduled engagement, but know that I am with 
you in spirit.  Our diversity is our strength in America, and I appreciate your organization’s efforts to raise 

awareness about your heritage.  I also applaud your contributions to charities and humanitarian causes both in 

America and in the Philippines.  
    

     Best wishes for a wonderful occasion!   I  look  forward  to  hearing  about  your  continued good work in the 
future. 
 

     With best regards, I am 

           Sincerely, 

 
 

James E. Clyburn 
Assistant Democratic Leader 

U.S. House of Representatives 

JAMES E. CLYBURN 
6TH DISTRICT 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

ASSISTANT DEMOCRATIC LEADER 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

 
 

August 15, 2013 
  

Dear Friends, 
 

     I would like to take this opportunity to join with you in celebration of the Filipino -

American Association of Greater Columbia’s 23rd Annual Gala and 22nd Anniversary 
Ball. 
 

     An event like this is one to remember for years to come.  It is my hope that you 

come to utilize this day to further enrich your mission and to celebrate the successes of 
your organization. 
 

     Celebrating this event is a testament to the Association’s dedication and commit-
ment to fostering inter-cultural awareness and understanding throughout our communi-

ty, while providing educational opportunities and supporting various other charitable efforts. 
 

As the Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia continues to operate in the years to come, I look 
forward to hearing of its future successes. 
    

      It is an honor serve the people of the Second Congressional District of South Carolina.  
If I may ever be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
   
 

                                                                                    Sincerely, 

 
 

                                                      
                  

                                                                                    Joe Wilson                                         
                                                                                    Member of Congress 

JOE WILSON 
2ND DISTRICT, SOUTH CAROLINA 

————— 

ASSISTANT MAJORITY WHIP 

————— 
COMMITTEES: 

 

ARMED SERVICES 
CHAIRMAN, PERSONNEL SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
 

EDUCATION & THE WORKFORCE 
 

HOUSE POLICY 

 

 

1700 SUNSET BLVD. (U.S. 378) 
SUITE 1 
WEST COLUMBIA, SC 29169 
(803) 939-0041 
(803) 939-0078 FAX 
TOLL FREE: 1-888-381-1442 

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 



  

 

 

 

 

 Dear Friends, 
 

On behalf of the people of  South Carolina,  I am pleased to welcome you to the  Filipino-American 
Association of Greater Columbia’s 23rd Annual Gala and 22nd Anniversary Ball. 
  

Always a highlight of the year, this annual event, the largest formal gathering of Filipino Americans in 

Columbia, provides a wonderful opportunity for fun and fellowship.   Through ongoing educational, 
cultural, and charitable efforts, the Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia is making a 

positive impact in the lives of others both here at home and in the Philippines.  Your contributions to 

our great state are deeply appreciated, and Michael and I wish you the best for continued success. God 
bless. 

 

NIKKI R. HALEY 

GOVERNOR 

1205 PENDLETON STREET 
COLUMBIA 29201 

NIKKI R. HALEY 

GOVERNOR 

1205 PENDLETON STREET 
COLUMBIA 29201 

   

 

 

 
 

 

September 13, 2013 
 

Greetings, 
 

As Mayor of Columbia,  it is my pleasure to welcome you to our fair city as we host the 23rd Annual Ga-
la and 22nd Anniversary Ball of the Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia Association. 
 

Your steadfast devotion to promote inter-cultural awareness and understanding sets you apart as exam-
ples of leadership and community service and we are proud to host you and this wonderful event. 
 

I invite each of you to enjoy all that “Famously Hot” Columbia, South Carolina has to offer during your 
visit and hope you will visit us again soon.   
 

Enjoy the 23rd Annual Gala and 22nd Anniversary Ball of the Filipino American Association of Greater 
Columbia Association and, again, welcome to Columbia! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

 

Stephen K. Benjamin 
Mayor 

City of Columbia 



2013–2015 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
  

President 

Cecille Jacobsen 

(803)  565-0272 

Eshj256@msn.com 
  

First  Vice-President   
Faye Colley 

(803) 238-3296 
fcb8221@yahoo.com 
  

Second Vice-President   

Eric Sosa 

(850) 803-4432 

Ericsosa71@me.com 
     

Secretary 

Jocelyn Locke 

(352) 672-0720 

celynbc@gmail.com 
   

Asst. Secretary 

Sheena Shearer 

(803) 552-9515 

sheshearer@gmail.com 
   

Treasurer  

Prescy Ramirez 

(803) 647-1418 

Priramirez44@yahoo.com 
   

Asst. Treasurer 

Miriam Eschenfelder 

(757) 802-2810 
mveschenfelder@gmail.com 
 

Execu�ve Board Members: 
 

Edith Alston 

(803) 201-4365 
  

Carlos Arevalo 

(803) 237-9171 

Carlos73626@yahoo.com 
  

Tess Hill 

(205) 753-1092 

Tesshill4769@yahoo.com 
  

Bong Rances 

(803) 788-6271 
Vmcr24@yahoo.com 
   

Alma Robichaud 

(803) 782-0340 
adtrobi@aol.com  
 

*************** 
 

DANCE TROUPE COORDINATORS: 
 

Odess Brinkman (Teen Group) 

803-210-7577 
dobrink@bellsouth.net 
  

Faye Colley (Youth Group) 

(803) 238-3296 
fcb8221@yahoo.com 
  

Yani Irag-Gould (Adult Group) 
(803) 917-9250 

yrag73@yahoo.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
 

Helen Alon (chair) 

803-738-0372 
helenqda@yahoo.com 

Cecille Jacobsen 

President  

FilipinoFilipinoFilipinoFilipino----American Association of Greater Columbia, SCAmerican Association of Greater Columbia, SCAmerican Association of Greater Columbia, SCAmerican Association of Greater Columbia, SC 
(An All-Volunteer, Non-Profit Organization to Promote Inter-Cultural Education and Understanding) 

P.O. Box 24112, Columbia,  SC 29224  
EIN 57-0942802 

        Email:  FAAGC@hotmail.com                                                              Website: www.FilAmSC.org   
“Together we make a difference.”“Together we make a difference.”“Together we make a difference.”“Together we make a difference.”    

    

F A A G C    O A T H    O F    O F F I C EF A A G C    O A T H    O F    O F F I C EF A A G C    O A T H    O F    O F F I C EF A A G C    O A T H    O F    O F F I C E    
    I,          (name)         , having been duly elected  

as                         (position)                      of the  

Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia,  

do solemnly pledge and swear: 

THAT I will discharge the duties and responsibilities of 

my office to the best of my knowledge and ability; 

THAT I will obey the By-laws of the organization; 

SEE to it that every member is in good harmony  

and understanding;  

AND, as a faithful instrument of the Association,  

I shall carry this obligation without mental reservation.    

So help me God. 

To all my dear friends and colleagues, it is a great pleasure to have you here while we 
celebrate our 23rd Annual Gala.   
 
Each year we strive to showcase our cultural talents, and I would like to extend my thanks 
to the children and parents of the Columbia Fil-Am Dance Troupe, the choreographers, 
and other FAAGC members who have tirelessly displayed great energy and effort to make 
this wonderful festivity possible. Again, I appreciate all of your hard work. 
 
I would like to welcome the guests and supporters of FAAGC, and this celebration is an-
other mark of our fellowship and opportunities to help us maintain our charitable endeav-
ors. This is not just another cultural show, but it is also the largest fund-raising event we 
hold every year.  And to all of the members, thanks for the loyalty and camaraderie you 
exhibit.  Also, I would like to thank the benefactors, sponsors, patrons, donors, and adver-
tisers for your generous support. As the new President, I would like to ask for your contin-
ued support so we can make a difference through our humanitarian efforts and scholar-
ship program. 
 
Tonight, I would like to acknowledge our friends from out of town: the Hiyas-Min from 
Charleston; friends from Fayetteville; friends from Asheville, friends from Greenville, and 
friends from other parts of the country. Welcome to Columbia and thank you for sharing in 
our celebration. 
 
Lastly, on behalf of the FAAGC Executive Board, I would like to express our sincere grati-
tude to all of you in attendance tonight. 



FILIPINO-AMERICAN Association of Greater Columbia 
P.O. Box 24112, Columbia, SC 29224 

(803) 787-5255  

e-mail:  FAAGC@hotmail.com           Website:  www.FilAmSC.org 

“Together We Make A Difference”“Together We Make A Difference”“Together We Make A Difference”“Together We Make A Difference”    
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“Together We Make A Difference”“Together We Make A Difference”“Together We Make A Difference”“Together We Make A Difference”    

2 0 1 2  ~  2 0 1 4    M E M B E R S 

Dan & Tess  ADCOCK West Columbia SC 

Conrad & Rita ALCANTARA Columbia SC 

Jennifer ALMEDA Columbia SC 

Noel & Helen ALON Columbia SC 

Edith ALSTON Hopkins SC 

Leroy & Lulu ANDERSON Columbia SC 

Christian ARELLANO Lexington  SC 

Carlos & Kathy AREVALO Columbia SC 

Oswald & Rowena ARROYO Columbia SC  

Ranjel & Judy Salvador ASIS Lexington SC 

Ruben & Chari BAGNAL Columbia SC 

Lu & Merlyn  BAJAMUNDE     

Roy & Carina BALACANAO Columbia SC 

Grace BALANQUIT Columbia SC 

Richard & Tessie  BANNISTER Prosperity SC 

James & Edith BARKER Saluda SC 

Steven & Josephine BATTLE Columbia SC 

Kirk  BAUTISTA Winston-Salem NC 

Terry & Judy BERENDS Columbia SC 

Billy Wayne & Jennifer BLACK Lexington SC 

Rodel & Wendy BOBADILLA Columbia SC 

Jake & Noreen BOLOTANO Columbia SC 

Art & Cecille  BOMAN     

David & Odess BRINKMAN Columbia SC 

Jason & Marie  BROOME Irmo SC 

Linda BROWN Columbia SC 

Ed & Ivy Sumaydeng BRYAN Columbia SC 

Robert & Olga BUNIEL Sumter  SC 

Cristina CAMERON   SC 

Jonathan & Ginalyn CASTANEDA Lexington SC 

Chris & Eva Imperial CHESSICK Elgin SC 

William & Joy CLARK Columbia SC 

Al & Leila COCKEREL Columbia SC 

Ron & Faye COLLEY Irmo SC 

Grace COLLINS Lexington SC 

Fred & Gloria COYLE Elgin SC 

Manny & Leah CUARESMA Columbia SC 

Rio & Mary Jane DAQUILANEA Columbia SC 

Ben & Aida DAQUIOAG Columbia SC 

Tony & Tessie DE CASTRO Folly Beach SC 

Diosa DEAN Columbia SC 

George & Mercedes  DIA Lexington SC 

Rudy DIZON Las Vegas NV 

Vivien DODGE Columbia SC 

Carlton & Lisa EDWARDS Eastover SC 

Carlton, Jr. & Amy EDWARDS Blythewood SC 

Butch & Dhel ELAMPARO Columbia SC 

Charles & Vevian ELDER Columbia SC 

Gene & Sally ELLIS Columbia SC 

Chris & Miriam ESCHENFELDER Columbia SC 

Conrado & Emy FAJARILLO Lexington SC 

Jojo & Joette FLORA Columbia SC 

James & Vanessa FLORES Lexington SC 

Terry & Reyna FUNDERBURK Irmo SC 

Alan & Cecille GEOGHEGAN Columbia SC 

Imelda GO Columbia SC 

Ed & Yani  GOULD Lexington SC 

Charles & Bev GOYENECHE Hartsville SC 

Jimmy & Janet HARRIS Gilbert SC 

Walter & Tess HILL Chapin SC 

Mariadena HUGGINS Columbia SC 

Jake & Joselyn JACOBS Columbia SC 

Pete & Cecilia JACOBSEN Sumter SC 

Glenn & Caren JOHNSON     

Marc & Fran Marie JOHNSON   

Jim & Tessie KENERSON Columbia SC 

Zeny LAZARO Columbia SC 

Don & Evelyn LIESTER Columbia SC 

Clay Agom LINGERFELT Elgin SC 

Peter & Olga LIUNORAS Columbia SC 

DC & Jocy  LOCKE Cayce SC 

Jim & Juvie LOWDER West Columbia SC 

Alan & Jennifer LUCILLO Columbia SC 

Archie & Zeny LUNA Columbia SC 

Galen & Johanne MANAPAT Lexington SC 

Mitch & Juliet MARTIN Chapin SC 

Alan MATIENZO Columbia SC 

Doris MATOS Columbia SC 

Jon & Rhoda McGHEE Columbia SC 

Sean & Shirley  McGUINNESS West Columbia SC 

George & Nieves McNULTY Columbia SC 

Paul & Junellyn Pading MILES West Columbia SC 

Katherine MORALES Columbia SC 

Lourdes MURRELL West Columbia SC 

Khoi NGUYEN Columbia SC 

John & Elena NICHOLS Columbia SC 

Marvin & Beth NOBLE Columbia SC 

Jun & Elvie PADING West Columbia SC 

Chris & Michaela PADUA Columbia SC 

Mike PADUA Columbia SC 

Cheeks PARRELL West Columbia SC 

Susana PASICATAN Columbia SC 

Larry & Precy PASIG Lexington SC 

Lee & Polly PEARSON Dalzell SC 

Gentry & Cheryl PELTIER Columbia SC 

Edsel & Marj PEÑA Columbia SC 

Jun & Cora PEÑA Lexington SC 

Michael & Luzviminda PILAPIL Columbia SC 



The persons listed above were paid members for all, 
or at least part, of Association Year 2012-2013 (July 1  
— June 30).  As of September 12, 2013, many have 
renewed their FAAGC membership for 2013-2014 (a 
few even beyond 2014).  We hope the rest, as well as 
others not on the list, will rejoin or join us soon.    

FILIPINO-AMERICAN Association of Greater Columbia 
P.O. Box 24112, Columbia, SC 29224 

(803) 787-5255  

e-mail:  FAAGC@hotmail.com           Website:  www.FilAmSC.org 
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2 0 1 2  ~  2 0 1 4    M E M B E R S     At the 20TH ANNIVERSARY GALA on Sept. 10, 2011, the 

Columbia Fil-Am Association honored  those who had stead-
fastly supported and continuously sustained FAAGC from its 
beginning through its first TWENTY (20) years by recognizing 
them as LIFETIME MEMBERS ( � � � � ). 
    Others have or can become Lifetime Members if they have 
paid or willing to pay the equivalent of 20 years of member-
ship ( # ). 

� � � � Lifetime Sustaining Charter Members   
    Continuous Members since 1991 

���� Rita Houston ALCANTARA 
���� Noel & Helen ALON 
���� Edith ALSTON  
���� Lulu ANDERSON  
���� Ruben Matias BAGNAL 
���� James & Edith BARKER 
���� Linda BROWN  
���� Grace COLLINS 
���� Manny& Leah CUARESMA 

���� Tony & Tessie De CASTRO 

���� Gene & Sally ELLIS 
���� Jim & Tessie  KENERSON 
���� Juliet MARTIN  
���� George & Nieves McNULTY 
���� Marvin & Beth NOBLE 
���� Alfonso?  & Susana PASICATAN 

���� Naty AKANA ROBERTS 
����    David & Cindy TEFFT  
 
  
   

 

 

#  Charles & Bev GOYENECHE (since 1991)  

#  Lee & Polly PEARSON (since 1992) 

#  Joy CLARK (since 1993) 

#  Jim & Juvie LOWDER (since 1993) 

#  Peter & Olga LIUNORAS (since 1995) 

#  Imelda GO (1993-94, since 1996)  

#  Warren & Myrna WHITMIRE (since 1997)  

#  Lu & Merlyn BAJAMUNDE (since 2000)  

#  Edsel & Marj PEÑA (since 2000)  

#  Don & Evelyn LIESTER (since 2003)  

#  David & Odess BRINKMAN (since 2004)  

#  Carlton & Carmelisa EDWARDS (since 2006)  

#  Pete & Cecille JACOBSEN (since 2006)  
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# Lifetime Sustaining Members   
    Members for 20 years or more 

*Lunesa RATCLIFF (since 1993) 

*Judy Salvador ASIS (since 1993) 

*Butch & Dhel ELAMPARO (since 1995) 

*Charles & Precy WALKER (since 1995) 

*Mark & Diane PHILIPPS (1995-2005; 2011-) 

*Alan GEOGHEGAN (since 1999) 

*Francisca WALKER (since 2001) 

*Keith SEYMOUR (since 2002) 
*Zeny LAZARO (since 2003) 

 Sustaining Members  (Members for 10 years or more) 

Philip & Anna RABACA Columbia SC 

Mark & Prescy RAMIREZ Columbia SC 

Bong & Rosa RANCES Columbia SC 

Corey & Veronika RICHARDS Elgin SC 

Tom & Flor RIPLEY Elgin SC 

Roger & Naty Akana ROBERTS Columbia SC 

David & Alma ROBICHAUD Columbia SC 

Michael SANCHEZ Columbia SC 

Keith Howard SEYMOUR Columbia SC 

Scott & Sheena SHEARER Lugoff SC 

Maria  SILVER Columbia SC 

Larry & Delia SMITH Irmo SC 

Eric & Haideline SOSA Columbia SC 

Brent & Kaye SOSTAK Hartsville SC 

David & Judylene STRELOW Columbia SC 

Brian & Cecile STRICKLAND Lexington SC 

Cesar SUBIBI Columbia SC 

Aurora SUMAYDENG Easley SC 

Francisco SY Rockville MD 

Joseph & Celyn SZOKE Hopkins SC 

Joel & Joy TALDE Columbia SC 

Dave & Cindy  TEFFT Las Vegas NV 

Kermit & Candida THOMAS Columbia SC 

Robert & Grace THOMPSON Columbia SC 

Neil & Bambie TIJING Columbia SC 

Douglas & Helena TUPAS Columbia SC 

Rosemarie VALENTINE Columbia SC 

Todd & Richel VAULES Columbia SC 

Rohmar & Truc Tran VERDEFLOR Columbia SC 

Noli & Chinky VICTORIA Columbia SC 

Charles & Precy WALKER Columbia SC 

Francisca  WALKER Wedgefield SC 

Warren & Myrna WHITMIRE Columbia SC 

John & Bernadette YAVIS Blythewood SC 

Maureen YON Newberry SC 

Susan ZAMORA Columbia SC 

Ken & Ronelin ZEARFOSS   GA 

John & Teresa ZIEGLER Lexington SC 

Joel & Carmella  QUEBEC Columbia SC 

Wade & Barbie PROCTOR Columbia SC 



June 9, 1991 Formal organization of the Association when  
        its By-law are approved and adopted. 
 
 

June 15, 1991 First election of officers, with Eva Rigney    
        elected as  first FAAGC president. 
 

July 11, 1991   FAAGC becomes officially incorporated in   
        South Carolina. 
   

 Sept. 7, 1991    First annual gala and inaugural ball. 
  

March 1992    FAAGC sends funds from various fund-raisers 
        to Mt. Pinatubo victims in an Angeles City   
        orphanage. 
   

June 14, 1992 During the second election of officers, Minnie 
        Wheedle ton is elected FAAGC president. 
  

Dec 5, 1992  FAAGC participates in Carolina Carillon, the 
        first time the Filipino-American community in  
        the state is represented  in SC's premier parade. 
    

May 7, 1993  FAAGC starts its continuing participation in  
        the annual Asian/Pacific American Heritage   
        celebrations at Ft. Jackson, SC. 
     

June 5, 1993  Minnie Wheedleton is re-elected president. 
    

June 19, 1993 FAAGC and the Philippine Cultural Society   
        of Charleston (Hiyas-Min)  present "Karilagan  
        (beauty) -- The Philippine Cultural Show" at the  
        Koger Center for the Arts -- a first-of-its-kind- 
        show in Columbia. 
   

Oct. 9, 1993  FAAGC participates in the Florence First    
        International Festival. 
   

Nov. 6, 1993    The Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe 
        makes first public appearance (outside of    
        FAAGC's own affairs) at an international    
        festival in Columbia. 
   

Dec. 4, 1993  FAAGC's "Christmas in the Philippines" float 
wins the 
Grand 
Marshal's 
Award as 
best over-
all entry 
in the 
40th  
annual 
Carolina 
Carillon, 
South  
Caro- 

                        lina’s premier holiday parade.  
     
 

 April 16, 1994   Helen Alon is elected FAAGC president. 
    
 

May 30, 1994    FAAGC presents cultural show and educa-   
        tional exhibits at Mayfest, Columbia's premier  
        spring festival, a first-time involvement of the  
        area Fil-Am community. 

  
   

Sept. 24, 1994 FAAGC presents cultural show at Autumnfest, 
        Columbia's fall festival of arts and heritage  — 
        another first-ever Fil-Am participation. 
 

October 1994 FAAGC donates Philippine reference books to 
        public schools and libraries; Start of continuing
        cultural mini-shows and educational exhibits at 
        area schools, companies and community events. 
   
 

April 16, 1995   Helen Alon is re-elected FAAGC president. 
  
  

May 8, 1995    Internal Revenue Service (IRS) officially  
        recognizes FAAGC as tax-exempt, non-profit  
        organization under Section 501(c )(4). 
  
  

Dec. 31, 1995  FAAGC presents two cultural shows at First  
        Night Columbia, a first-ever involvement in the
        city's New Year's Eve event. 
  
  

Mar. 30, 1996   FAAGC participates for the first time in Kids 
        Day Columbia. 
  
  

April 6, 1996   Helen Alon is re-elected to a third term as    
        FAAGC president. 
  
    

June 16, 1996 FAAGC's Philippine display wins "best country 
        exhibit" at the First Columbia   International  
        Festival held at the State Fairgrounds. 
  
  

Dec. 7, 1996    The Columbia Fil-Am Dance Troupe performs 
        for the first time outside the state at a special  
        holiday festival in Charlotte, NC.  
  
   

April 3, 1997   FAAGC member Dr. Francisco Sy, a Fil-Am  
        public health professor at USC, is named “1997
        International Professional of the Year” at the  
        2nd annual Columbia International Festival. 
  
   

May 9, 1997  Ushering in a series of events to celebrate the  
        Philippine Independence Centennial, FAAGC 
        sponsors the stage presentation “The Philip-  
        pines — Yesterday, Today and Forever”  per- 
        formed by the Manila-based, world-touring   
        Philippine Centennial Youth Delegation at the 
        Ridge View High School auditorium. 
  
    

May 18, 1997   Nieves McNulty is elected first two-year-term 
        FAAGC president. 
  
   

Nov. 21-23,   The Columbia Fil-Am Dance Troupe per forms 
      1997 for the first time at the Festival of Trees,  the  
        annual fund-raising event for the Children’s   
        Hospital of Richland Memorial Hospital. 
  
  

Mar. 31, 1998   FAAGC charter member Noel Alon is named  
                       the “1998 International Volunteer of the Year”  
                       at the 3rd annual Columbia International  
                       Festival. 
  
  

Aug. 29, 1998 The Columbia Fil-Am Dance Troupe serves as 
        the opening act of the FASA Philippine Show- 
        case: Remembering The Past, Envisioning The 
        Future.”  A first-of-its-kind-show in Columbia 
        (and the Southeast), the production, featuring  
        the West Coast-based Fil-Am recording artists  
        Pinay, was promoted by FAAGC member  Fred
        Balangue under the sponsorship of  the USC  
        Filipino American Student Association (FASA). 
 
 

April 18, 1999 Nieves McNulty is re-elected FAAGC president. 
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June 12, 1999 FAAGC and Charleston’s Hiyas-Min present  
Aug. 21, 1999 "“Kalayaan (Cry for Freedom),” a joint cul- 
        tural  showcase to celebrate the “Centennial  
        plus One” anniversary of Philippine Indepen-
        dence, at Columbia’s Richland 2 District   
        Auditorium (June 12) and at  Charleston    
        Southern University’s Lightsey  Chapel    
        Auditorium (Aug. 21). 
    
 

Oct. 11, 1999  At the invitation of fair organizers, FAAGC  
        presents two cultural shows at the 130th    
        South  Carolina Annual State Fair, a first-  
        ever Fil-Am participation.  
  
  

Mar. 17, 2001  FAAGC president Nieves McNulty is named 
        “2001 International Professional of the    
        Year” at  the 6th annual Columbia Interna- 
        tional Festival. 
  
    

April 15, 2001   Peter Liunoras is elected fifth (and first male)  
        FAAGC president. 
  
    

Nov. 16, 2001   FAAGC co-hosts with the USC FASA a  
        post-performance reception for Bayanihan,  
        the world-renowned Philippine National  
        Dance Company, after its cultural show at  
        the Koger Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
 

Mar. 30, 2002  FAAGC charter member Grace Collins is  
                       named “2002 International Volunteer of the  
                       Year” at the 7th annual Columbia Inter- 
                       National Festival. 
 
 

April 20, 2003 Grace Collins is elected FAAGC president. 
 
 

Sept. 13, 2003 FAAGC presents the first Columbia Fil-Am  
        Scholarship award to Raymund Elamparo. 
 
 

Mar. 6, 2004   The Sumter area Fil-Am community, led by  
        FAAGC members Polly Pearson and Lilian  
        Sheedy, participates for the first time at the  
        annual  Sumter Multi-Cultural Celebration. 
 
 

Mar. 25, 2004  FAAGC past president Peter Liunoras is    
        named “2004 International Volunteer of the   
        Year” at the 9th annual Columbia Interna- 
        tional Festival. 
 
 
 

April, 2004    The Ridge View High School (RVHS) Fil-  
        Am Youth Club is formed under the direc-  
        tion of FAAGC past president Peter Liunoras.   
        The club is instrumental in raising funds for  
        the Fil-Am Scholarship project. 
 
 

June 2004   By invitation of the Charlotte-based Philip- 
        pine-American Association of the Carolinas  
        (PAAC), FAAGC, through its 1st VP Alan  
        Geoghegan, presents Filipiniana display at  
        the Charlotte AsiaFest. 
 
 

June 12, 2004 The Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe  
        performs at the first gala of the Filipino-Ame-
        rican Association of Beaufort, Hampton and  
        Jasper Counties of SC (FAABHJ) in Hilton 
        Head. 

 

February 2005 Filipinas Magazine, the internationally-circu- 
        lated “magazine for all Filipinos,” features an 
        article on FAAGC written by 1st VP Alan    
        Geoghegan (with editorial help from N. Alon). 
 

Mar. 19, 2005  The USC Filipino American Student Associa- 
        tion (FASA) presents FASA Night: A Phi-   
        lippine Cultural Showcase, a first-of-its- kind 
        event at USC featuring traditional and modern 
        aspects of Filipino and Filipino- American    
        cultures. AJ Alon, a pioneer Columbia Fil-Am 
        Cultural  Dance Troupe performer, serves as  
        FASA president with FAAGC treasurer     
        George McNulty as the faculty adviser.  
    

Mar. 27, 2005  Alan Geoghegan is elected FAAGC president. 
  

 May 1,  2005  FAAGC's Philippine display featuring a sari- 
        sari (variety) store and motorcab motif wins  
        "best exhibit" award at the 10th Annual  
        Columbia  International Festival. 
 

  Dec. 23, 2005  The Columbia Fil-Am community and Philip- 
        pine folk dances, cuisine and Christmas tradi- 
                        tions are featured live on “Live with Lucas”  
         segments of WIS News 10 Sunrise show.  

 

Mar. 23, 2006  FAAGC three-term treasurer George McNulty  
                       is named “2006 International Community  
                       Ambassador of the Year” at the 11th annual  
                       Columbia International Festival. 
  

April 8, 2007  Alan Geoghegan is re-elected FAAGC president. 
  

June 23, 2007  FAAGC participates for the first time in World  
                       Refugee Day celebration in Columbia. 
 

 July 27, 2007    FAAGC delivers donation from various fund- 
                       raisers and matching  Association funds to  
                       Hospicio de San Jose, a Manila orphanage.  
  

Dec. 19, 2007    FAAGC delivers donation from the 2007 gala       
        fundraiser and matching Association funds to  
                       Hospicio de San Jose, the Asilo de San Vicen- 
        te de Paul, the ERDA (Educational Research  
        and Development Assistance) Foundation (all  
        in Manila), and the SOS Children’s Village in   
        Tacloban City, Leyte.  
 

Feb. 9, 2009    FAAGC delivers donation from the 2008 gala       
        fundraiser and matching Association funds to   
                       the Philippine National Red Cross.  
 

  

FAAGC officers Leah Cuaresma (left) and  Myrna Whitmire (right) pose with  
the assistant director and some  staffers and children of the Hospicio de 
San Jose during their visit to deliver FAAGC’s 2007 donation to the Manila 
hospice.                                                                              Photo:  Manny Cuaresma 
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April 12, 2009  Marj Peña is elected FAAGC president. 
   

Aug. 29, 2009  The City of Columbia proclaims this date as  
                       Filipino-American Day.  
   

Aug. 29, 2009  Philippine Ambassador to the U.S. Willy C.  
  Gaa and Columbia City Councilman  
  Kirkman Finlay III (representing  
  Mayor Robert  Coble) attend the      
  19th Annual  Gala, the first-time   
  either a Philippine Ambassador or  
  an official city representative is in  
  attendance.   
 

 

Nov.  2009       FAAGC delivers donation from the 2009 
                       Gala fundraiser and matching Association  
                       funds to the Philippine calamity victims  
                       through the Catholic Relief Services. 
   
  

April 24, 2011  Marj Peña is re-elected FAAGC president. 
  
 

Sept. 10, 2011  At its 20th Anniversary Gala,  FAAGC   
                        honors 18 families who have been members 
                        continuously since 1991 by naming them  
                        as Lifetime Sustaining Charter Members. 
  
 

Sept. 21, 2011  FAAGC member  Imelda Go establishes the 
                        Friends of Internationals Scholarship Fund  
                        at USC to help meritorious international  
                        students having financial hardships at USC. 
  
 

Sept. 26, 2011   Noel & Helen Alon delivers 20-year (from  
                        1991 to 2011) documentation of FAAGC to  
                        the Library of Congress (LoC) for its Asian  
                        American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Collection.                      
                         The LoC documentation consists of copies of all  

   the issues of the Fil-Am newsletter (April 1991 to 
   Summer 2011), souvenir programs of all  galas    
   and  cultural  shows (Karilagan and Kalayaan),   
   By-laws booklets, Directory of Members booklets,  
   Christmas Party programs, and a DVD of 1991-92  
   original computer files and digitized photos. 
  

 

Oct. 15,  2011   FAAGC sponsors the very first Columbia Fil- 
                        Am Basketball Invitational Tournament   
                        involving six Fil-Am teams from Georgia and  
                        South Carolina at the Polo Road Park Recrea- 
                        tion Center gym. 
 
 

Mar. 31, 2012    FAAGC president Marj Peña is named  “2012 
                       International Professional of the  Year” at the 
                       17th annual Columbia International Festival. 
 
  

April 13, 2013  FAAGC member Alma Robichaud is named  
                       “2013 International Volunteer of the Year” at  
                       the 18th annual Columbia Interna tional  
                       Festival. 
 
 

April 24, 2013  Cecille Jacobsen is elected FAAGC president. 
  
 

June 24, 2013 FAAGC delivers donation from  various fund- 
                       raisers and matching Association funds to the  
                       Philippine National Red Cross.  

City of Columbia Proclaims 

Filipino-American Day 

  

 
 
 
 
The proclamation reads as follows: 
   

City of Columbia 
 

A Proclamation 
 

WHEREAS, Filipino-
Americans have 
made many valuable 
contributions to   
Columbia and they 
continue to influence 
and enrich our city 
economically,      
socially and intellec-
tually.  The Filipino-
American population 
has been instrumental 
in enhancing cultural 
diversity, and educa-
tion; and 
  

  WHEREAS, the Fili-
pino-American Asso-
ciation of Greater 
Columbia (FAAGC) 
is a non-profit organi-
zation that was start-
ed in June of 1991 to 
bring awareness, understanding, and promote    cultural 
diversity in the Midlands; and 
   

WHEREAS, the FAAGC has donated funds to organiza-
tions in need that support education and cultural activities 
in Columbia and abroad such as the Hospicio de San Jose, a 
Manila orphanage; and 
   

WHEREAS, the FAAGC has participated in many area city
-wide events through the years including the Carolina    
Carillon, Columbia International Festival, and Kids Day; 
   

WHEREAS, the FAAGC is currently raising funds to build 
their own cultural center to serve as a resource for the  
community to learn about the Philippines and its culture. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE I, Robert D. Coble, Mayor of the 
City of Columbia, South Carolina, along with my fellow 
members of Columbia City Council, do hereby proclaim 
August 29, 2009, as 
   
 
 

Filipino-American Day 
   

 
 

in the City of Columbia and urge my fellow citizens to rec-
ognize and participate in its observance. 
  
 

 (signed)             (signed) 

 Robert D. Coble       Kirkman Finlay III 
 Mayor             District IV Council Member 

Ambassador  Gaa 
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Reme Grefalda 
(right), the LoC 
AAPI Collection 
founding curator, 
receives FAAGC 
documents. 
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We would like to express our grateful appreciation We would like to express our grateful appreciation We would like to express our grateful appreciation We would like to express our grateful appreciation 
to the following benefactors, sponsors, patrons,   to the following benefactors, sponsors, patrons,   to the following benefactors, sponsors, patrons,   to the following benefactors, sponsors, patrons,   
donors, advertisers, and other supporters:donors, advertisers, and other supporters:donors, advertisers, and other supporters:donors, advertisers, and other supporters:    

 Benefactors: 
   

    Grace BALANQUIT ~~ SC Columbia Homes  
           (Columbia, SC)  
    Richard BANNISTER ~~ LMSI (Prosperity, SC)   
    Tony & Dr. Tessie DeCASTRO (Folly Beach, SC)   
    Cecilia JACOBSEN ~ Fil-Am Store (Sumter, SC)  
    Demetrio & Mercedes MATIENZO & Family  
            (Columbia & Rock Hill, SC)   
    Drs. George & Nieves McNULTY (Columbia, SC)   
    Lee & Polly PEARSON (Dalzell, SC) 
    The PEÑA & The EDWARDS Families (Columbia, SC)   
    Mark & Priscila RAMIREZ (Columbia, SC)   

  
 

  

Sponsors: 

  An Anonymous Sponsor (SC)  
  Peter & Olga LIUNORAS (Columbia, SC)  
  Dr. Susana PASICATAN (Columbia, SC)   
 

PATRONS: 

  Dr. Leticia MATAWARAN (Columbia, SC) 
  
  
  

 Donors: 

   Jess & Dr. Praxedes SEBASTIAN (Columbia, SC) 
   Drs. Pete & Laura SIAZON (Columbia, SC) 
   Dr. Francisco SY (Rockville, MD) 
   Mervyn & Lorna DeGUZMAN (Columbia, SC) 
   Sam & Delia MANDANAS (Columbia, SC) 

  
  

Advertisers: 
  ● The Filipino American Community of Western North  
           Carolina ( FAC-WNC) (Ashville, NC) 
    
  

 

  DONORS — RAffle Prizes: 
  

   ● Columbia Marriott Hotel  
   ● Fil-Am Store 
   ● Al's Car Wash & Express Detailing  
   ● Faye Colley 
 

Reception Tables:  
 

   Unpaid Tickets Table: 

 Prescy Ramirez 
 Nieves McNulty 
 Miriam Eschenfelder 
 Sally Ellis 
  
 
 

    Paid Tickets Table/ 
    Seating Arrangement: 
 Jocelyn Locke 
 Leah Cuaresma 
 Tessie Kenerson 
  
  

Membership & Dance Troupe 
Table / Poster Displays: 

 Helen Alon 
 Yani Irag-Gould  
 Sheena Shearer 
 Richel Vaules 
  
  

Corsage/Boutonnieres: 

 Alma Robichaud 
  
  

Awards/Plaques Coordinators: 

 Cecille Jacobsen 
 Marj Peña 
 Faye Colley 
  

 Invitations / Tickets:  

 Marj Peña 
  
 

Info Posters/Name Tags: 

 Jocelyn Locke 
  

 Out-of-Town Guests  
Coordinators: 

 Edith Alston 
 Prescy Ramirez 
 Miriam Eschenfelder 
   

Dignitary Message Coordinator: 

 Sheena Shearer 
  

 

Band Coordinators:  

 Alma Robichaud 
 Eric Sosa 
 
 

Emcees:  

 Tess Hill  
 Eric Sosa 
 
 

Publicity & Promotion: 

 FAAGC 2013-15  
    Executive Board 
 
 

Stage/Floor Managers: 

 Bong Rances 
 Carlos Arevalo 
 Walter Hill 
  
 

Ushers: 

 Edith Alston 
 Grace Balanquit 
 Carmelisa Edwards 
 Walter Hill 
 Peter Liunoras 
 DC Locke 
 Scott Shearer 
 
  

Photography:  
 Carlton Edwards 
 Marj Peña 
 DC Locke 
  
 

 Dance Troupe Coordinators: 

 Odess Brinkman (Teens) 
 Faye Colley (Youth) 
 Yani Irag-Gould (Adults) 
 
 

  Dance Troupe Technical  & 
Other Support: 

 Eric Sosa 
 Marj Peña 
 NCA 
 “Chauffeurs” of the Dancers 
 Hosts of the Dance Practices 
 
 

Venue Coordinators: 

 Cecille Jacobsen 
 Marj Peña 
 Faye Colley 
  
 

FAAGC Showcase Videos: 

 Carlton Edwards 
 Carmelisa Edwards 
  
 
 

Raffle Ticket Sales: 

 Grace Collins  
 
 

Souvenir Program & Misc.,etc.: 

 Noel Alon  
   Photographs used in this souvenir program  
   courtesy of:  

   Carlton Edwards   Marj Peña           Eric Sosa            
   Odess Brinkman    Maribel Tijing    NCA             

2013-2015 FAAGC Executive Board 
~ Gala Planning Committee ~ 

B E H I N D   T H E   S C E N E 

~Thanks Y’all ! ~  

MARAMING  SALAMAT  PO  
sa inyong lahat ! 

 FILIPINO-AMERICAN  Association  of  Greater  Columbia,  SC 

 

Noel Alon 

(803) 738-0372      
(803) 318-9868 

NCA17@juno.com   
AJCompuNet@gmail.com 

This   FAAGC 23rd 
Annual Gala  Souvenir 
Program is a desktop  

publishing cobbling of the 

LEGGZ Collective of  
leprechauns, elves, goblins, 

gremlins and zombies at: 

For Personalized Computer Technical 

Support, Trouble-shooting & Repair 
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T h e    P e r f o r m e r s 

Columbia FilColumbia FilColumbia FilColumbia Fil----Am Dance TroupeAm Dance TroupeAm Dance TroupeAm Dance Troupe    

P O L K A B A LP O L K A B A LP O L K A B A LP O L K A B A L    

     A dance influenced by and named after two distinct popular 
European dances in the late 1800s: polka and valse (waltz). 

Jeremy Brinkman, Daniella Lafuente, Lanz Pasig,  

Jasmine Flora, Laurence Lafuente.   (not in photo):  

Angelica "Clover"  Robichaud, Angel Luna, Angelo Luna. 

S A K U T I N GS A K U T I N GS A K U T I N GS A K U T I N G    

     An Ilocano folk dance from the northern prov-
ince of Abra, sakuting portrays a mock fight using 

sticks. With seemingly a strong Chinese influ-
ence, the dance is performed traditionally at 
Christmas time. Boys perform at the town plaza or 

go from house to house, similar to a carolling 
show, to receive aginaldo or monetary gifts. 

front:  Jaxen Castaneda.  back: Erik 
Daquilanea, Wayne Catacutan, William 

Eschenfelder, Matthew Eschenfelder, 

Jason Arevalo.  

Joy Mangaccat, Andrea Robichaud, Casey Funderburk,   

Taryn Clark, Christina Dean, Lara Tijing  

     Manang Biday is a popular courtship song in the Ilocos region 
in northern Philippines. The song indicates that Biday, who is 
being serenaded by a forlorn lover, is a lady who is hard-to-get 

as she is very conservative.  For this year's FAAGC Gala, only 
the girls are dancing to the song to represent the conservative 
women of the Philippines.  

M A N A N G     B I D A YM A N A N G     B I D A YM A N A N G     B I D A YM A N A N G     B I D A Y    

     Bahay Kubo refers to the traditional Philippine hut commonly 

found in rural areas.  The roof is usually made of palm (anahaw, 
nipa or coconut) leaves, while bamboo and wood make the rest of 
the structure. It is a dwelling wherein one space is used for all 

family activities as it is small and has generally only one room. 
Bahay Kubo is a song that reflects the simple life in the Philip-
pines. This upbeat song also helps Filipino children learn the 

different names of Philippine vegetables. 

B A H A Y     K U B OB A H A Y     K U B OB A H A Y     K U B OB A H A Y     K U B O 

front:  Jaxen Castaneda, Lara Tijing.   middle:   Joy 
Mangaccat, Taryn Clark, Andrea Robichaud, Christina 

Dean, Casey Funderburk.   back:  Erik Daquilanea, 
Matthew Eschenfelder, William Eschenfelder,  

Wayne Catacutan, Jason Arevalo.  

 Richel Vaules, Marisol Broome,  

Josephine Battle,  Haideline Sosa 

     Katsudoratan de-

picts a royal manner of 
"walking" among the 
Maranao people who 

live mainly around 
Lake Lanao in south-
ern Philippines. Ladies 

of the royal court per-
form this stately dance 
in preparation for an 

important event. The 
bright colors and flow-
ing handkerchiefs add 

to the drama of the 
dance. 
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Dance Coordinators / Choreographers 

                    h h h h Odess Brinkman  (Teen Group) 

                                                    h h h h Faye Colley  (Youth Group) 

                                                    h h h h Yani Irag-Gould  (Adult Group) 

Yani Irag-Gould, Odess Brinkman, Faye Colley 
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Columbia FilColumbia FilColumbia FilColumbia Fil----Am Dance TroupeAm Dance TroupeAm Dance TroupeAm Dance Troupe    
S A Y A W    s a    B  A  K  Y  AS A Y A W    s a    B  A  K  Y  AS A Y A W    s a    B  A  K  Y  AS A Y A W    s a    B  A  K  Y  A 

     "Bakya" means wooden shoes or clogs. They were the 
commonly used footwear in the Philippines prior to the 
introduction of rubber sandals. They were very popular in 
the 1950s and were the common souvenirs for tourists 
visiting the country.  Performed in a playful mood, the 
Sayaw sa Bakya is a very interesting and lively dance.  

H A B A N E R A   d e   J O V E N C I T AH A B A N E R A   d e   J O V E N C I T AH A B A N E R A   d e   J O V E N C I T AH A B A N E R A   d e   J O V E N C I T A 

     This graceful habanera dance usually is performed at a woman’s de-

but or even her wedding. Jovencita means “young lady” in Spanish.  The 
accompanying love ballad music was written by Maestro Nitoy Gonzales 
when he was courting Jovita Friese, who then choreographed the dance. 

Daniella Lafuente, Alma Robichaud, Angelica "Clover"  

Robichaud, Jasmine Flora, Odess Brinkman.  

(not in photo): Angel Luna 

P A S T O R E S     K A W I TP A S T O R E S     K A W I TP A S T O R E S     K A W I TP A S T O R E S     K A W I T 

     A lively graceful dance with some Mexican influence,  Pas-
tores Kawit seems to be one of the many versions of the once-
traditional Christmas season folk song-and-dance performed in 
many parts of the Philippines. Originally, Pastores (shepherds) 
recounts the story of the shepherds who visited the child Jesus 
in the manger through a song; dancing, with varied accessories 
(coconut  shells, colorful hats, fans, etc.)  then became inevitable 
because of the joyous mood. 

Maribel Tijing, Nieves McNulty, Grace Collins, 

Grace Balanquit, Odess Brinkman,  

Carmelisa Edwards, Faye Colley, Marj Peña 

HiyasHiyasHiyasHiyas----MinMinMinMin    
The Philippine Cultural The Philippine Cultural The Philippine Cultural The Philippine Cultural     
Society of Charleston, SC Society of Charleston, SC Society of Charleston, SC Society of Charleston, SC     

Pandango    RinconadaPandango    RinconadaPandango    RinconadaPandango    Rinconada    

     Originally from Nabua, Camarines Sur, Pandango 
Rinconada is a festive Philippine holiday dance charac-
terized by lively steps.  The dance gets name from the 

sub-region called “Distrito de Rinconada” encompass-
ing the Camarines provinces during the Spanish era.  

Aileen Francisco  ����    Liza Bickley 

Nelia Boykin   ����    Flo Agner 

      In this couples’ dance from Leyte in the Visayas 

Islands, the woman  holds a handkerchief laced with 
camfor (naphthalene), a substance that is locally 
thought to induce romance.  She flirts with the man by 

waving her scented handkerchief in front of his face. 

A L C A M FO RA L C A M FO RA L C A M FO RA L C A M FO R    

Nelia Boykin   ����    Cesar Malamug 

Waka-Waka (Modern Fusion Dance) 

front: Julia Szoke, Casey Funderburk, Lara Tijing, Christina Dean, 
Taryn Clark, Joy Mangaccat.  middle: Yani Irag-Gould,  Daniella 
Lafuente.  back:  Carmella Manansala, Richel Vaules, Cecille Geog-

hegan, Vevian Elder, Teresa Ziegler, Josephine Battle, Marisol  
Broome, Haideline Sosa, Faye Colley.   (not in photo): Angel Luna 

front: Yani Irag-Gould, Carmella Manansala  back:  Cecille 
Geoghegan, Richel Vaules, Vevian Elder, Teresa Ziegler.  

Philippine-American 

Club of Fayetteville, NC 

Pandango   WasiwasPandango   WasiwasPandango   WasiwasPandango   Wasiwas    
   Wasiwas, 
meaning 
"swinging" in 
Pangasinan, 
comes from 
Lingayen. 
After a good 
catch, a fish-
erman would 
celebrate by 
dancing, 
swinging a 
lighted lamp.  
This colorful  
and unusual 
dance also 
features the 
graceful 
skills of the female dancer in balancing an 
oil lamp on the head while circling in each 
hand a lighted lamp wrapped in a fishnet.  

Gloria 

James   
����    
Bryan  

Barretto 

Ballroom Dance Exhibition 

Gerry& Josie Garcia   
Greenville, SC 



T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    ————            2 0 1 2  ~  2 0 1 3    

Columbia International Festival  Columbia International Festival  Columbia International Festival  Columbia International Festival  �        April 13April 13April 13April 13————14, 201314, 201314, 201314, 2013    

Columbia FILColumbia FILColumbia FIL---AM AM AM Basketball  Invitational  Tournament  &   &   &   Filipino  Food  SaleFilipino  Food  SaleFilipino  Food  Sale   
October 20, 2012 October 20, 2012 October 20, 2012 October 20, 2012 (Ridge View HS Gym)              �                                March 9, 2013 March 9, 2013 March 9, 2013 March 9, 2013 (Polo Road Park Gym) 



T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    T h e    A s s o c I a t I o n     I n     A c t I o n    ————            2 0 1 2  ~  2 0 1 3    

FilAm Oburg Atbp 
FAAGC President Marj Peña inducts the newly elected officers of the Filipino-American Association of Orangeburg, Atbp on March 30, 2013. 

Christmas Party ~~~ Dec. 15, 2012 ~~~ St. John Neumann School Auditorium 

FAAGC Donates to Philippine Red Cross  

FAAGC 2011-13 Asst. Treasurer Maribel Tijing hands over 
FAAGC’s donation to Philippine Red Cross (PRC) staff at the 
Manila chapter office on June 24, 2013. Representing fundrais-
ing results over the past two years, the donation was made as 
FAAGC’s contribution to the PRC for its assistance to Philip-
pine calamity victims and for its special educational projects 
like the kindergarten class below. 

Easter Picnic & Election of Officers ~~~ March 31, 2013 ~~~ Sesquicentennial Park 

Members Appreciation Day ~~~ June 15,  2013 ~~~ Weston Lake Recreation Center 



Congratulations to FAAGC 
ON ITS 22nd ANNIVERSARY 

ALFRED, NIEVES, GEORGE & MICHAEL 

McNulty 

Started in 2002 by  the FAAGC Executive Board through the initia-

tive of  Peter Liunoras (FAAGC President, 2001-2003), the Colum-

bia Fil-Am Scholarship awards are given to Fil-Am college-bound 

high school graduates whose families are current FAAGC members 

and who (or their parents) have participated actively in Fil-Am activ-

ities. Interestingly, almost all of the past scholarship recipients had 

been Columbia Fil-Am Cultural Dance Troupe performers at one 

time or another. 

Funds for the scholarship program are generated from donations, 

raffles during FAAGC gala and Christmas events, food sales at bas-

ketball tournaments, and from 2004 to 2010, fund-raisers of the 

Ridge View High School (RVHS) Fil-Am Youth Club. Since its for-

mation in April 2004 under the direction of Peter Liunoras, the 

RVHS Fil-Am Youth Club had conducted car washes and other fund-

raising activities, with the proceeds donated to the scholarship fund.   

FAAGC presented the first Columbia Fil-Am Scholarship award at 

the 13th Annual Gala on September 13, 2003. Since then, award cer-

tificates (and checks) have been presented to deserving and qualified 

students every year during the annual gala. 

Columbia FIL-AM Scholarship Program Columbia Fil-Am Scholarship Recipients 
  

[ Nieves McNulty—Scholarship Committee chair ] 
 

  

2013 :   Darryl Arevalo       Justine Flora  

    Khoi Nguyen                  Michael Sanchez      

    Shannin Scott 
 

2012:    Elaiza Apan     Kirkwood Bautista  

     Nicole Daquilanea        Douglas Miguel Tupas 
    

2011 :   Karen Magsino       Nicole Phillips  

    Nicholas Roberts           Joseph Szoke III         

    Nicole Victoria 
  

 2010:    Paul Adcock          Nicole Anderson       

    Fides Elamparo           Steven Do   

    Sean C.A. Tupas 
  

2009:   Jessamine Cuaresma     Jeffrey Noble 
 

 

2008:   Butch Deo Elamparo    

    Christian Ysmael Tupas    Mark Allen Viray 
 

2007:   Raquel Bagnal               Michelle Peña 
  

 

2006:   Aileen Leigh Alon         Jasper Lim  

    Christian Elamparo           Marianne Magapan 

    Fay Manapat 
 

 

2005:   Justin Anderson 
  

 

2004:   Danielle Glenn              Amanda Goyeneche 

    Michaela Kenworthy         Michael McNulty 

    Judith Peña 
  

 

2003:   Raymund Elamparo 

DARRYL 
AREVALO 

JUSTINE 
FLORA 

KHOI 
NGUYEN 

MICHAEL 
SANCHEZ 

SHANNIN 
SCOTT 
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2013 Columbia Fil-Am Scholarship Recipients 
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The  MATIENZO Family 
Demetrio, Mercedes and Alan (FAAGC First Vice-President, 2005-2007 ) 

Congratulations and Best Wishes  
to the FAAGC on its  

22nd Anniversary Gala and 15th Induction Ball !!! 
 



BENEFACTOR 



THANK YOU FOR ALL 

YOUR SUPPORT IN THE LAST 

FOUR YEARS!! 
 

We love you all!!  (from Marj and Lisa) 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE  

2013-2015 FAAGC OFFICERS AND 

EXECUTIVE BOARD! 
 

Best wishes from: 
The CARLTON AND CARMELISA 

EDWARDS FAMILY  

and 
The EDSEL AND MARJ PEÑA  

FAMILY 



The  DeCASTRO  Family 
Tony & Dr. Tessie DeCastro 

Sons Arne, Rick, John, Bob, Alec  &  Grandchildren 
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Congratulations  to  the  FAAGC 
on  its  22nd  Anniversary  

PRISCILA & MARK RAMIREZ and Family 
Elen, Marc, Rachel, Eamon, Adam, Emma, Leon, GeorgiaElen, Marc, Rachel, Eamon, Adam, Emma, Leon, GeorgiaElen, Marc, Rachel, Eamon, Adam, Emma, Leon, GeorgiaElen, Marc, Rachel, Eamon, Adam, Emma, Leon, Georgia    

Nanay & TatayNanay & TatayNanay & TatayNanay & Tatay    

Best Wishes Best Wishes Best Wishes Best Wishes     

THOMASTHOMASTHOMASTHOMAS Family & Babies: 

Eding & Kermit 
Sallie, Princess, Ginger, Duke, Chico 

from the from the from the from the     Congratulations to my son Sean for having a new  
career and to my granddaughter Shannin for 

getting a good education. 

I love you both. 
Edith Alston 
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49 Ash Cove Road 

P.O. Box 508 

Prosperity, SC 29127 

 

Main Office:  (877) 834-5006  

(803) 364-5006 

(803) 364-0765 fax 

Lake Murray Steel Inspection., Inc. 
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Congratulations  to  the Congratulations  to  the Congratulations  to  the Congratulations  to  the     
Newly  Elected  OfficersNewly  Elected  OfficersNewly  Elected  OfficersNewly  Elected  Officers    

of  theof  theof  theof  the    
Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia 

Compliments  of 
 

Lee  &  Polly  Pearson 

Dalzell, SC 



From    

SSSSUSANA USANA USANA USANA BBBB. . . . PPPPASICATANASICATANASICATANASICATAN,  M.D.  and  Family:     

MICHELLE,  MARCO,   MARVEL,   MARY   

& children:  KADAN  &  AVA 

Congratulations To The Newly Elected Officers !   
MabuhayMabuhayMabuhayMabuhay and More Power To You All 

SPONSOR 

SPONSOR 

Congratulations to the Incoming Officers ! 

Mabuhay ang FILIPINO-AMERICAN Association of Greater Columbia 

Dr. Ignacio LIUNORASDr. Ignacio LIUNORASDr. Ignacio LIUNORASDr. Ignacio LIUNORAS    II II II II     &  Family&  Family&  Family&  Family    



SPONSOR 

    

Best Wishes Best Wishes Best Wishes Best Wishes     
to theto theto theto the    

Members & OfficersMembers & OfficersMembers & OfficersMembers & Officers    
of the of the of the of the     

FAAGCFAAGCFAAGCFAAGC    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    

Drs. Pete & Laura 

Siazon 
Columbia, SC 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE  

23RD GALA CELEBRATION 

& THE INDUCTION OF NEW OFFICERS 

Francisco  S.  Sy,  
M.D., Dr.P.H. 

  Director 

  Office of Extramural Research Administration 

  National Institute on Minority Health  

      and Health Disparities  

  National Institutes of Health 

  Bethesda, MD 

Congratulations to the Outgoing FAAGC Officers 
For A Job Well Done 

& 
Congratulations to the Incoming FAAGC Officers 

Compliments of:  

An  Anonymous  Sponsor 



Congratulations to 

 
The Filipino-American Association of Greater Columbia 

 
On Your 23rd Annual Gala 

FilipinoFilipinoFilipinoFilipino----American Community American Community American Community American Community     
of Western North Carolinaof Western North Carolinaof Western North Carolinaof Western North Carolina    

 

P.O. Box 17161, Asheville, NC 28816 
 

www.fac-wnc.com 

from: 

FACFACFACFAC----WNC performers at the FAAGC 2012 GalaWNC performers at the FAAGC 2012 GalaWNC performers at the FAAGC 2012 GalaWNC performers at the FAAGC 2012 Gala    
Photos: Carlton Edwards, Sr. 



Best  Wishes  to  the  FAAGC !Best  Wishes  to  the  FAAGC !Best  Wishes  to  the  FAAGC !Best  Wishes  to  the  FAAGC !    

Compliments of: 

 

Dr. Leticia G.  

MATAWARAN 
Columbia, SC 

Mabuhay ang FAAGC !Mabuhay ang FAAGC !Mabuhay ang FAAGC !Mabuhay ang FAAGC !    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

FromFromFromFrom    

JESS  &  EDIE  JESS  &  EDIE  JESS  &  EDIE  JESS  &  EDIE  

SEBASTIaN SEBASTIaN SEBASTIaN SEBASTIaN & Family& Family& Family& Family 
Columbia, SC 

 

Compliments of  

 
 
 

Mervyn & Lorna 

De Guzman    
Columbia, SC 

 

 

Compliments of  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Sam & Delia 

MANDANAS 
Columbia, SC 

 

P A T R O N 

Oh, say, can you see,  by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars,  

   through the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched,  

were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare,  

the bombs bursting in air, 

   gave proof through the night  

that our flag was still there; 

Oh, say, doth that star-spangled banner yet wave 

   o'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

the star-spangled banner 

 

Bayang magiliw, Perlas ng Silanganan, 
    Alab ng puso, Sa dibdib mo'y buhay.     
Lupang hinirang,  Duyan ka ng magiting, 

    Sa manlulupig ‘di ka pasisiil. 
Sa dagat at bundok, 

  Sa simoy at sa langit mong  bughaw, 
    May dilag ang tula 

      At awit sa paglayang minamahal.   
Ang kislap ng watawat mo'y 

  Tagumpay na nagniningning; 
    Ang bituin at araw niya 

      Kailan pa ma'y 'di magdidilim.  
Lupa ng araw, ng luwalhati't pagsinta, 

  Buhay ay langit sa piling mo; 
    Aming ligaya na 'pag may mang-aapi, 

      Ang mamatay nang dahil sa iyo. 

PAMBANSANG AWIT NG PILIPINAS 



Cecilia Jacobsen 
Manager/Owner 

Address: 

1217 Highway 441 Suite A  

Sumter, SC  29154 
  ******************************* 

PHONE:   (803) 494-5613 
CELL:       (803) 565-0272 

 

E-Mail:  eshj256@msn.com 

We Offer:   

Balikbayan Boxes  ♦  Money Remittance  ♦   Fresh Vegetables,  

Made-to-Order Filipino Foods — Lechon (Roast Pig), Lumpia, Spring Rolls, Pan de Sal, Desserts, 

and more. 

FFFFILILILIL----AAAAM  M  M  M  SSSSTORETORETORETORE    
Oriental  Groceries  &  Gifts 

   Your Source for Philippine & Other Oriental Products 
B
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Catering Catering Catering Catering     

Services Services Services Services     

for Any for Any for Any for Any     

OccasionOccasionOccasionOccasion    

MadeMadeMadeMade----ToToToTo----OrderOrderOrderOrder    

LECHONLECHONLECHONLECHON    



CCCColumbia  olumbia  olumbia  olumbia  ffffilililil----aaaam  m  m  m  ddddance  ance  ance  ance  ttttroupe  In  ActIon   roupe  In  ActIon   roupe  In  ActIon   roupe  In  ActIon   ————            2 0 1 2 ~  2 0 1 3    

FAAGC   22nd  Annual  Gala   —   September  15,  2012 

Korean Fall Festival —   November  10,  2012 

FAAGC  Annual  Christmas  Party  —   December  15,  2012 

Columbia International Festival  —   April  13-14,  2013 

Ft. Jackson‘s Asian Pacific Heritage Day —   May  31,  2013 

The C������� F��-A� D���� T����� also performed at the F�������� �� S������ (December 8, 2012 — EdVenture Children’s Museum)  

and at the S���� N�Ñ� F����� (January 12, 2013 — St. John Neumann School Auditorium) . 



FAAGC 22FAAGC 22FAAGC 22nd nd nd Annual Annual Annual 

Gala RevisitedGala RevisitedGala Revisited   

D’Wallflowers 


